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Hughesville Jr/Sr High School
Welcome Back — 2026—-2027 School Year

We are excited to welcome everyone back to Hughesville Jr/Sr High School for the 2026-2027 school
year! Our faculty and staff have been hard at work preparing for a great year, and we cannot wait to see
our students back in the halls. On Saturday, August 1, 2026, student schedules will be posted in the
parent/student portal. Grades, schedules, homework, and other important information will be available
on the portal throughout the year, so it is imperative that every family have an account. Instructions for
setting up an account are available at www.elsd.org under the Parent tab.

Schedule Changes

Students should consider their schedule final. However, if you would like to meet with Mrs. Ulrich or Mr.
Eck regarding a schedule, the counseling office will be open Wednesday, August 12; Thursday, August
13; and Friday, August 14, from 8:00-11:00 AM and 12:00-2:00 PM. Please contact the guidance office
at 570-584-5113 with any questions.

Orientation & Open House

A fun day/orientation for 7th grade students and their parents will be held on Tuesday, August 18, 2026.
Parents of 7th grade students should have already received a link with details about the day.

Open House for the Jr/Sr High School (grades 8-12) is scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2026, from
6:00-7:00 PM.

First Day of School

The first day of school is Tuesday, August 25, 2026. Whether arriving by bus, walking, being dropped off,
or parking on campus, all students are required to enter through the main entrance. Parents dropping
off students in the morning must use Cemetery Street to help reduce congestion and avoid bus traffic in
the main parking lot.

Breakfast & Lunch

Breakfast is served daily in the cafeteria from 7:30-8:05 AM and is free for all students for the
2026-2027 school year. The cost of lunch is $2.15. Students designated as receiving reduced-price
lunch benefits will receive a free lunch for the 2026-2027 school year.

Students should report to their first period class upon arrival, unless eating breakfast. Students who
arrive prior to 7:50 AM and are not eating breakfast will report to the cafeteria until 7:50 AM. Students
must be in their first period class by 8:10 AM for attendance. Students arriving after 8:10 AM must
report to the office.

Student Parking

Juniors and Seniors with a valid parking permit are allowed to park in designated areas on school
grounds. Permit applications are available in the high school office for Seniors
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beginning August 10, 2026, and for Juniors beginning August 17, 2026 (Permits may be limited).
Students must have a valid driver's license to obtain a permit.

Dismissal

Dismissal for all students is at 2:56 PM. Parents picking up students should do so via Cemetery Street
and avoid the parking lot. Seniors will have an opportunity for early dismissal later in the school year;
more information will be forthcoming.

Welcome New Faculty

We are thrilled to welcome the following teachers to the Junior/Senior High School faculty:

e Mrs. Breniesen — Art

e Mr. Burkhart — Physical Education
e Mr. Moser — Mathematics

e Mrs. McCoy — English

e Mr. Stryker — Special Education

® Mrs. Holbrook — Special Education

Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy

Dear Families,

We are writing to make sure every family is aware of an important change taking effect this coming school year; a
new, electronic device policy at the Junior/Senior High School, based on Board Policy 237 (Electronic Devices).
We recognize this represents a significant change from past practice, and we want to explain the change clearly
before the first day of school.

Beginning this school year, Hughesville Jr/Sr High School will be a cell phone free environment during the
instructional day. Cell phones and personal electronic devices must be turned off and stored away from the time the
first bell rings until dismissal. To ensure these valuable items are kept safe, the district is providing every student
with a designated locker and secure lock for device storage. Use of assigned lockers is voluntary for students.
Administration may assign mandatory use of the assigned locker as a consequence for infractions.

‘What counts as an electronic device?

This includes any personal communication device including mobile phones and smartphones, any device that can
capture still images or movies, any device that can record, store, display transmit, or receive audio or video, any
device that can provide a connection to the internet (wired or wireless), laptops, tablet computers, electronic gaming
systems, pagers, e-readers, and laser pointers.

What happens if a student uses a device during the school day?

Violations will result in confiscation of the device and disciplinary action. Consistent with the student handbook,
violations will generally follow a progression from a first offense confiscation and parent notification, up through
detentions and further consequences for repeated offenses. The full disciplinary progression is outlined in the
student handbook.

We understand this is a significant adjustment for many students and families. This change reflects the school’s goal

of reducing distractions and protecting instructional time so that students can be fully engaged throughout the school
day. We appreciate your support as we work together to make this transition as smooth as possible.
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Please take a few minutes to talk with your student about these changes before the first day of school. For additional
information, please refer to Board Policy 237 (Electronic Devices) and the Ji/Sr High School Handbook, both of
which are available on the district website.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the high school office.

Important Dates

Date Event

August 1 Class schedules available

August 10 Football heat acclimation begins

August 17 First day of fall sports practice

August 18 7th grade orientation

August 25 First day of school

September 7 Labor Day — No School

September 8 Grades 8—-12 Open House, 6:00-7:00 PM
September 9 School pictures (forms sent home)
October 2 Homecoming

If you have any questions, please call the High School Office at 570-584-5111. We are looking forward to
a rewarding 2026-2027 school year filled with continued growth, academic excellence, and enduring
school spirit; Go Spartans!

Sincerely,

T. Coburn R. Reichner
Senior High School Principal Junior High School Principal




